
          

     

The International Conference
Regional Development at the Borders of the European Union 

The  Department  of  International  Relations  and  European  Studies  from  University  of  Oradea,  in
partnership with The Oradea City Museum and Whizcoffee Pick Up, Smile&Co, organised the International
Conference Regional Development at the Borders of the European Union, between 5-7 november 2019, as part
of  the  Jean  Monnet  Module  „Development  of  the  Border  Regions  in  Central  and  Eastern  Europe  countries”,
coordinated by lecturer Ph.D. Florentina Chirodea.  

For two days, experts, professors, researchers, consultants, civil society
activists, doctoral students, post-doc fellows, students and many others had the
opportunity  to  debate  the issue  of  modernization  and development  of  regions
located near the internal or external borders of the European Union. Participants
from  Sweden,  Georgia,  Russia,  Ukraine,  Kosovo,  Albania,  Latvia,  Poland,
Hungary and Romania presented papers that addressed topics related to historical,
socio-economic  and  geopolitical  factors,  determinants  for  the  development  of
regions  from  Central  and  Eastern  Europe.  At  the  same  time,  the  specialists
presented  numerous  examples  of  good  practice  in  the  field  of  cross-border
cooperation mechanisms, highlighting the contribution of cooperation programs
in  increasing  the  development  indicators.  The  participants  also  witnessed  an
exciting  exchange of  ideas  regarding the  "soft"  development  factors,  which can attract  and retain  capital
(economic or human) in a certain area.
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The ideas were internationally extrapolated by professor Richard Sakwa, the guest of honor of the
conference, who received the title of Doctor Honoris Causa of the University of Oradea. On this occasion, the
distinguished professor from the University of Kent, UK, stated that Europe ends a 30-year cycle, which began
with the events of 1989. "The mistakes and achievements", "the changes in international policy" and "the
social changes" during all these years have been categorized as being challenges for the development of the
countries of Central and Eastern Europe. The British guest also stated that "in the current context, for Europe,
the challenge is two-fold: to find significant forms of human solidarity within the European Union, and thus
the EU to become a true instrument for emancipation and peacekeeping; to find ways to engage significantly
in the biggest challenge of all - the formation of a post-Atlantic West, where Europe can combine social and
human solidarity, from one end of the continent to the other."
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The  event,  circumscribed  to  the  series  of  European  events  celebrating  30  years  of  Jean  Monnet
activities, was not only limited to debates and exchanges of ideas, the participants having the opportunity to
visit the main sights of the city and to become acquainted with the local gastronomy.

Module coordinator
Lecturer Ph.D. Florentina Chirodea
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